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New York Openings This Week 


The Brass Ring-Lyceum, 4/10/52. Donald Wolin in association with Donald Flamm 
presents a new play by Irving Elman. Sidney Blackmer stars, supporting cast features 
Carol Goodner, Douglas Watson, Bethel Leslie, Conrad Janis and Patricie Benoit. Di- 
rected by Stanley Gould. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


The Grass Harp-Martin Beck, 3/27/52. Truman Capote's dramatization of his own 
novel, as produced by Saint Subber, in association with Rita Allen, was not as ima- 
einative and fairylike as Cecil Beaton's sets or Virgil Thomson's incidental music, 
weekly critics noted in panning the play. Gabriel, Cue, differed. All elements, in- 
cluding .Robert Lewis! direction and perfect cast headed by Mildred Natwick, Georgia 
Bourke and Johnny Stewart, joined in a rare mix of imaginative effects with a tender 
mood, he commented. Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun, found enough magical moments 
to be fascinated the entire evening, though he realized author really does not know 
what to do in second.acte Dissenters agreed that first act fantasy in tree house was 
better than realistic second act, but total effect was not good enough to recommend. 
Hobe, Variety, called it a "“weirdie" lacking vitality and effortless whimsicality of 
Tennessee Williams and William Saroyan. Francis, Billboard, found only mild confu- 
sion. Time man thought Capote missed because he had too many themes, while Newsweek 
appraiser blamed undisciplined exposition used in place of drama. Gibbs, New Yorker, 
admired production but wasn't too sure he understood it. 


Flight Into Egypt-Music Box, 3/18/52. ‘Three weekly reviewers voted "con" on 
Irene Mayer Selznick production of George Tabori's melodrama for three different rea- 
sonse Marshall, Nation, didn't think actors or director had a chance because play 
presented two themes, both valid and timely, and each completely at cross purposes 
with the other. Beaufort, Christian Science Monitor, found play provocatively disap- 
pointing. Though it can't leave one indifferent, it does seem too theatrically fa- 
bricated and calculated. He blamed director Elia Kazan who seems more interested in 
exploiting possibilities for outward theatrical effects than in creating characters 
in a dramatic situation. Paul Lukas and Gusti Huber were praised. George Jean Na- 
than is sure critics won't have to worry about play as a prize contender, in spite 

of advance build-up. Though externals are impressive, subject has been overdone. 
Director turned prune whip into a time bomb. 


One Bright Day-Royale, 3/19/52. Lindsay and Crouse's production of Sigmund Mil- 
ler's new play received mild nay votes from Marshall, Nation and George Jean Nathan. 
Former tabbed it old-fashioned in subject matter with a very camplicated and drawn 
out third act. First two acts, she stated, had more reality than Point of No Return, 
but this wasn't meant as a compliment. Nathan admitted play had first rate produc- 
tion and excellent acting, but he would rather take Ibsen in the original, than a 
modern version of An Enemy of the People. 


News & Notes 


Shows that closed include Dark Legend, The Long Watch and The Constant Wife... 
ANTA to seek exemption from federal admission tax recently added to their ticketS.e. 
The Moon Is Blue to start 7:30 PM curtain Mondays...Cincinnati Post, Cleveland Press 
considering theatre junkets to NYC,-.Stalag 17 and The Shrike casts journeyed to 
Philadelphia to see Producer Jose Ferrer's The Chase. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 


an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 Con: WB WN WNR. So-So: DNe 

FLIGHT INTO EGYPT-3/18/52 Pro: DN DM DC DP DJ DB DL DJC DAW BC WT. 

THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 Con: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY. None: DJ WN WNR WSR. 

GIGI-11/24/51 Con: DT DM DC DP DW WWM BL WCU WNRWSR WT None: BC. 

THE GRASS HARP-3/27/52 Pro: DT DP DJ DW DB DL DJC DW WiM WCU. 

GUYS AND DOLLS-1 Yep Con: WN. 

I AM A CAMERA-11/2 Con: DN DJ WCM WNR. None: WW. So-So: DT 

JANE-2/1/52 Con: DH DJ DB WB WCD BL WC WNR WSR WT. None: WCN-MP. 

THE KING AND I-3/29/51 Con: WN. 

THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 Con: WCD WGN. None: WN MP. 

MRS. McTHING=2/20/52 Con: DM DJ BC BL WNRWT WGN. None: WNR MP. 

ONE BRIGHT DAY-3/19/52 Con: DH DP DJ WC WGN WNe None: WN WIR WSR MP. 

PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 Con: DH DP DJ WV WWM BC WCe None: BL WNR WSR. 

PAL JOEY-1/3/52 Con: BLe None: WNRe 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 Con: DW BL WN WNR WT. 

THE SHRIKE-1/15/52 Con: DW WCD WGN BL WN. 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 Con: WT. 

STALAG 17-5/8/51 Con: DM WCD BL WCU WNY. So-So: Dw. 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 Con: DP DJ BL. None: WCM WN WWR WSR. 

THREE WISHES FOR JAMIE-3/21/52 Con: DP DJ WCU WT BC. None: WGN WWM WCM WC WN WWR 
WSR MP. 


Nola Fairbanks replaced Olga San Juan in Paint Your Wagon...Terry Saunders to 
replace Dorothy Samoff in The King and I, while Stephanie Augustine will replace 
Doretta Morrow who quit cast after being fined by Equity...Celeste Holm will sub for 
Gertrude Lawrence for six weeks this summer in The King and IeeeANTA NOTES: Member- 
ship drive programs at ANTA include April 15th Symposium of Stage Directors and April 
28th program of dramatic recitals...Golden Boy rum extended, with Four Saints in 
Three Acts opening April 16th at Broadway...Theatre Costume Designers of New York 
@xhibition in ANTA Playhouse starting May 5th...Joseph DeSantis replaces Joseph Wise- 
man in Golden Boye.-ANTA may cooperate with Equity Library Theatre in sending out 
productions in Greater New York areaeeeANTA Album probably won't be held this yeareee 
ANTA considering setting up three or four branch offices at strategic locations. 


NYC Criticism At A Glance 
' Theatre News Round Up ' 


CRITICISM ABROAD...French drama critic Jean-Jacques Gautier, Le Figaro, differs from 
his New York and London colleagues in high estimate of the significance of 
theatre, points out Hobson, Christian Science Monitor. Perhaps if they had this 
high opinion, their writing would be better...Drama criticism is no longer re=- 
garded as a branch of literary criticism for which special knowledge and experi- 
ence is essential, states "Theatre" editorial. British fortnightly doubts if 
anyone, critics included, could call this an age of great criticism. Notices 
today have become simply news items competing for interest in dailies and 
weeklies. 


BOX OFFICE COURTESY...Though "Cue" staff members found theatre box office men uni- 
formly courteous in a recent survey, their readers disagree. Two wrote in of 
incidents where box office men almost became violent when confronted with co- 
pies of “Stubs” publication showing seat locations of NYC theatres. Other 
readers found attendants rude. Magazine notes that average theatre goer is a 
person who expects to receive courtesy for courtesy. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...New plays still awaited from Moss Hart, Robert E. Sherwood, Sid- 
ney Kingsley, Arthur Miller and Tennessee Williams by Morehouse, WT&Se..NY Fire 
Dept. would go mad at way Dallas "Theatre 52" packs its arena theatre, but Dal- 
las doesn't seem to care, reports Chapman, News...Watts, Post, will appear in 
“Council of Living Theatre" film if they want him, but critic warms all con- 
cerned that it might set stage back 35 years. 


COLUMN TIPS.. Russell Nype has a fabulous "angel" ready to invest $500,000 in play 


latter wrote in 1929 if Nype plays lead, whispers Kilgallen...Pal Joey cast got 
raise, reveals Gardneree.-ANTA wooing City Center shows for own ANTA Playhouse 
hears Zolotow. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Businesslike devices for more profitable theatre producing out- 
lined by ANTA's Robert Whitehead to Times' business reporter, Burton Cranee En- 
phasis on weekly operating profit instead of stars makes it possible for most 
plays to pay off by 100 performances. Valuable direct mail lists of ticket buy- 
ers should draw 30 percent return insuring audience for five weeks, he predicted 
eoeDorothy Sarnoff left The King and I because she was frustrated with only one 
song in show, she admitted to Morehouse, WI&S..Musicals are theatre's best in- 
vestment, Three Wishes for Jamie producer Albert Lewis told Pollock, Compass. 


Masque and Lyre will change name in fall to American Savoyards, Ince and tour 
as Equity company for ten weeks in 12 opera Gilbert & Sullivan repertory...Equity 
Library Theatre will revive Villier's The Rehearsal, April 23-27... Living Theatre's 
An Evening of Bohemian Theatre and Circle in Square's Yerma have both been extended 
eeeirish National Theatre movement opens at Amato Theatre with Crilley's The Fiddler 
at the Wake...Desire, Picasso's play presented at Cherry Lane by Living Theatre, is 
a high-spirited ed ebullient item that helps make up a rewarding evening, comments 
Gale, Variety...Ashes in the Wind, new play by Robert Deardorff and Hal Peterson 
tried at Amato Theatre by "Stage Door," panned by McDonald, Billboard, because all 
concerned know little about theatre...All God's Chillun Got Wings, early O'Neill 
pley produced by Equity Library Theatre, is still a blunt, vivid, gritty drama, 
raves Pollock, Compass, who praised all. Rice, Post, thought production above aver- 
age, but play proved repetitious. 


' Green Room Department '! 
| ' Off Broadway ' 


PERRY AWARDS..-Sixth Annual Antoinette Perry Memorial Trophies were awarded at 
Waldorf-Astoria dinner March 30th at event sponsored by American Theatre Wing ir 
honor of its late board chairman. "Tony's" were presented by Helen Hayes to Jose 
Ferrer for outstanding performance of season in The Shrike, and for triple directing 
of The Fourposter, Stalag 17 and The Shrike. Cast and staff members of The King and 
I who won Tony's included Gertrude Lawrence, Yul Brynner, set designer Jo Mielziner, 
Costume designer Irene Sharaff and producers Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
IIe Other awards went to Jessica Tardy and Hume Cronyn and The Playwrights Company 
for The Fourposter, Julie Harris and Marian Winters in I /#m A CameraeeeHelen Gal- 
laghar> dance @irestor Robert Alton end musical director Max Meth of Pal Joey, Phil 
Silvers of Top Banana, John Cromwell of Point of No Return and Peter Feller, master 
carpenter of Call Me Madam was chosen "“oltstanding stage technician." Three special 
Perry awards were presented to Edward Kook, president of Century Lighting for his 
contribution to and encouraging development of stage lighting and electronics, Judy 
Garland for her important contribution to the revival of vaudeville and Charles 
Boyer for his distinguished performance in Don Juan in Hell which assisted a new 
theatre trend. Watts, Post, commented that award to The Fourposter showed consider- 
ably less judgment than the organization revealed in its selection of the other prize 
winners. Proceedings: were broadcast. 


CRITICS AWARDSe«-NY Drama Critics Circle meets April 8th at Hotel Algonquin to 
pick best American play, best musical comedy and best foreign play. In a season of 
revivals, comparatively few new plays are contenders. In addition to the show now 
current, new plays of the season include Barefoot in Athens, Remains To Be Seen, The 
Number, while news musicals include Seventeem and Two on the Aisle. ‘ew foreign 
plays, in addition to those now current, include A Sleep for Prisonerse All shows, 


with sole exception of Don Juan in Hell, received split critical notices, so it is 
every show for itself at voting. Gabriel, Cue, is president of Critics Circle. 


PULITZER AWARDe.-Play award presented in May by the Pulitzer Prize committee 
will go, according to terms of publisher's will, to "The original American play per- 
formed in New York which shall represent in market fashion the value and power of 


the stage, preferably dealing with American life." As Pihodna, Herald Tribune, notes 
this cuts dow the field quite a bit. 


OTHER AWARDS...First of the many other groups that each spring express their 
favorite plays in the form of awards is "The Theatre Club" which will award their 
gold medal for the best "play" of the season to The King and Ie..Four drema critics 
met recently to pick best plays of season for "Ziegfeld Clube™ 


London Critics Circle elected Hubert Griffiths president...Council of Living 
Theatre leunches Philadelphia subscription campeign April 15th...Tony Bavaar raised 
to stardom in Paint Your Wegonee.Palece Theatre to run Baster week metinees for Betty 
-Hutton show...The Theatre Librery Association to receive G. Maillard Kesslere collec- 
tion of theatre photos and paintings at Astor Theatre reception on April StheeeNew 
York Centrel Reilroed commuters voted ten to one in favor of 7800 o'clock curtain in 
recent surveyeeeBritish journelists to combat alleged intimidation of criticSeee 
Brandi's heave offered their Subway Circuit theatres as supermarkets...Stock Managers 
Association to fight new Equity rulingse..sBoone, NeC. to open Horn in the West to run 4 
June 27th to August 3lst...Sea Cliff, Lele, summer theatre to seek action against 4 
town ruling forbidding week end performances. 


' Award Season Opens > 
' Legit Stuff ' 4 


